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member David Adams on 16 January. David 
and wife Beryl have been regular travellers with 
the Club for many years. David will be sadly 
missed. Our sincere condolences to Beryl and 
family.

Secretary “out of action”
Our diligent and hard-working Secretary, 
Patricia Clark, is currently recuperating from 
surgery. 

We wish her a speedy recovery and hope to 
see her up and about in the very near future.

David Adams

It is with sadness and regret that we 
record the passing of long-time 

It has been a long time between drinks, as they say. And unfortunately for all of us it will be some 
time yet before we can quench our thirst. 

Although we have been very fortunate in the ACT, the uncertainty about the safety for our 
members, and especially the guarantee that we would be able to return to Canberra from 
anywhere else in Australia is something that your Committee have decided is still an unknown. So 
for the foreseeable future we have no trips planned, and that means no Monthly Meetings either.

We will advise members in advance of any change of plan. 
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Remembering . . .
Wendy and Robin Parker

Wendy and Robin were popular 
members of our club who passed 
away within six months of each other, Wendy 
on 18 March aged 86 and Robin on 28 
September aged 87. Wendy was especially 
well-known for her participation in a number of 
organisations including various walking groups 
and more recently her passion for geocaching.

They will both be missed, and our sincere 
condolences to their families.

The Hand Bridge, Ba Na Hills, Vietnam
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Do you really need travel insurance?
Don Mountain

Over the past few years the question of travel insurance has been discussed at many Travel 
Club meetings, both general and committee. Your committee has always encouraged 
members to purchase appropriate insurance prior to undertaking a trip. The following story 
may help those who have, for various reasons, not followed those recommendations.

Early last year Sylvia and I decided to take a journey that started as a trip to visit our son 
who lives in Da Nang, Vietnam. We subsequently decided that, as we would be “in the 
area”, to include a visit to Cambodia to visit the World Heritage listed Angkor Wat temple 
complex near Siem Reap. Later we added a six day trip on the Mekong River by ship, from 
Siem Reap in Cambodia to Ho Chi Min City (Saigon) in Vietnam, then fly to Da Nang.

Prior to our departure there were reports of an outbreak of a new flu-like virus in China. We 
decided that we should be OK, particularly if we avoided crowds, public transport and the 
like. As it turned out we arrived home prior to any border closures. Flying direct into 
Canberra also meant we avoided Sydney.

All went well, flying direct into Siem Reap via Singapore. We stayed in a beautiful hotel in 
Siem Reap, and spent a wonderful long hot day at Angkor Wat with its amazing temples 
and history.

One of the many temples at Angkor Wat, Cambodia

Just consider some of the costs we incurred: a 
long journey by ambulance, accompanied by a 
nurse; primary treatment at both hospitals; 
various tests for both of us; four days in a 
private room for Sylvia; a 3-way telephone call 
between the hospital doctor, the insurance 
company representative in Australia and 
Sylvia’s GP in Canberra from her room at the 
hospital: hotel accommodation and meals for 
me; taxi fares (about a 45 minute trip each 
way) to visit Sylvia each day. All covered 
prompt ly by the Insurance Company 
(CoverMore). It amounted to about $A5500.

Do you really think you don’t need travel 
insurance????

Wall carving, Angkor Wat

We then joined our pre-arranged tour for our river cruise, with stops at various villages and towns including a two-day 
stop at Phnom Penh. There were 64 people aboard with at least that many crew. On our first morning we were advised 
that a few people had “reported sick”, and the swimming pool would be closed and as “public” toilets aboard would be 
locked we would need to use the toilet in our own cabins.

Over the next day or so more people became ill, a few left the ship to get treatment at the Phnom Penh hospital. The 
following day Sylvia and I were taken by boat to a small “local” hospital (we had by now crossed into Vietnam) where 
the doctor and our cruise director discussed with us the options. It was decided to transfer to a major hospital in 
Saigon by ambulance. It turned into a five-plus hour nightmare journey.

The FV (French-Vietnamese) Hospital was a first-class facility. Initially we were admitted to casualty, then the doctors 
decided that Sylvia should be admitted, as she was not well enough to be discharged. She was moved to a private 
room. I was discharged and went to the hotel where the tour was due to arrive in two-days time. Sylvia finally spent 
four days in the hospital. The doctor told me that it was one of the worst cases of gastro-enteritis he had seen.

The one thing I was thankful for was that we had taken out travel insurance.I had often, in the past, grumbled about 
the cost of such insurance, but always paid up anyway!


